
SEMO District Fair
September 10-17

  Dutch oven cooking is a time-honored camping skill that brings 
all ages together, especially when taught by naturalist Scott Kelley 
at the Cape Girardeau Conservation Nature Center. Kelley’s most 
recent Dutch oven cooking workshop brought cooks and non-cooks 
from all ages together from Cape Girardeau, Jackson, Bloomfeld, 
Millersville, Marble Hill, and Scott City.  According to Kelley, folks 
have been using Dutch ovens for many generations.   
  “I enjoy using Dutch oven cooking as a means to get in touch with 
my ancestors,” Kelley said. “Dutch oven cooking is a great way to 
utilize wild game we’ve harvested into incredible mouth-watering 
cuisine.”
  The outdoor dinner was Thanksgiving-themed, with a menu 
of turkey breast, cornbread stuffng, garlic mashed potatoes, 
cranberry sauce, and pumpkin pie—cooked entirely in Dutch 
ovens. Because outdoor cooking involves fre and hot coals, safety 
is always important to keep in mind, Kelley said.
  “Protect yourself with the right equipment such as vice grips for 
lifting the oven lid and use metal tongs to move hot coals, and a pot 
holder for gripping the oven handle,” Kelley instructed the group.
  Teams of three were formed to each cook designated recipes such 
as turkey breast, pumpkin pie, and corn bread for stuffng. Some 
foods, like the pumpkin pie and cornbread, should not be cooked 
directly in the Dutch oven, Kelley said. The secret is to prepare 
these foods in advance and place them in an aluminum pan with 
crushed soda cans as a spacer between the pan and oven bottom, 
which allows heat to circulate under the pan and protects it from 
concentrated heat. 
  Kelley shared his rules and tips on caring for Dutch ovens and 
demonstrated how to successfully set up and use them.  The 
favorite part of the workshop, other than sampling the meal, was 
likely the visiting that occurred while the group waited in the cool 
November morning for the Dutch oven Thanksgiving to be ready 
to eat.
  According to Kelley, anyone can learn to cook with a Dutch oven. 
With some practice and know-how these Dutch oven cooks, like 
Ronnie Little of Marble Hill, will soon be the envy of hungry campers 
everywhere.
  “It was a good experience,” Little said. “I learned a lot.”
  Want to fnd out about more workshops like this one?  Call the 
Cape Girardeau Conservation Nature Center at (573) 290-5218.

 By Megan Campbell 
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Come to the Fair! 
SEMO District Fair – Celebrate the Year of Forests
•Explore the Forests    •Investigate a Tree Cookie
•Find Out What Products Come From Trees

  Even though the year is drawing to a close and fall migrations 
herald the approach of winter, for many people the best 
months still lie ahead.  This is a time when the autumn colors 
are supplemented with a brighter orange.  Hunter orange, to 
be more precise.  
  As the wind starts to turn cold, thousands of hunters will 
take to the felds and forest in a time-honored tradition that 
has been around almost as long as there have been animals 
to hunt.  Whether to provide a nutritious and delicious 
supplement to family meals or as a means of much-needed 
time away, hunting remains a viable and valuable activity to 
connect people to the land. As 2011 wraps up the International 
Year of Forests, we are also reminded of how vital a healthy 
forest is in maintaining healthy wildlife populations.  
  As history has demonstrated all too clearly, a once abundant 
natural resource can quickly become exploited, overharvested, 
and quickly disappear in a very short period of time.  There is 
probably not a state in the union that cannot show examples 
of how loss of habitat has led to severe declines, or even total 
elimination, of wildlife species.  Through lessons learned, 
many forests, preserves, and conservation areas have been 
restored and a balance maintained to ensure optimal habitat 
for wildlife.  Southeast Missouri especially hosts an abundance 
of trees that not only provide homes and cover for wildlife, but 
a plethora of seeds, nuts, and fruits as well.  This is wonderful 
news for hunters, anglers, photographers, and general nature 
enthusiasts, not to mention the wildlife. 
  Whether you are planning to spend time in the woods this fall 
hunting, or just taking a casual stroll through the local park, 
take a few moments to look around and appreciate the forest 
for the trees.

By Greg Jacobs
Naturalist
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  100 Hours-Wayne Maupin
  300 Hours-Jane Nicholas
  750 Hours-Carolyn Huter

 1000 Hours-Ken Jones
                     Donna Magwitz
1250 Hours-Liana Jenkins
                     Beverly Schiwitz

Sharing a Passion
Becoming a nature center volunteer has given me opportunities to learn 
more about conservation and to be involved with public programs. It has 
allowed me to share some of my knowledge and passion about hunting 
and archery with the public. If you are a bowhunter, or would like to 
become a bowhunter, look for some interactive bowhunting programs 
that will be coming up in future issues of the Tupelo Times.
Daniel Cook, volunteer Conservation Naturalist

Volunteers for the Young Years
Nature center volunteers provide two monthly programs for young 
children: Tadpoles for birth to age 2 and Mudpuppies for 3-6 year-olds. 
Volunteers play a key role in providing programs for these youngest 
conservationists.  Whether it’s in planning, setting up, gathering 
materials, leading or assisting with activities, or even donning an animal 
costume, these programs would not be possible without the help of these 
talented individuals. So, the next time you see one of them leading a 
“flock” of little birds to the wildlife viewing area or on a trek along the trail, 
stop and thank them for the hours that they give to help our youngest 
learn to love and appreciate nature.
Mary Jane Fieser, volunteer Conservation Naturalist

Truly a Joy
I have been a volunteer for over a year now and what a thrill I still get seeing the 
excited faces of children and adults when they come in.  Helping teach classes, 
working the front desk, being involved with special events, and helping with 
the live animals is really rewarding for me.  I truly love every aspect of being a 
volunteer at the nature center!
Jeanie Haertling, volunteer Conservation Naturalist 

Daniel provides technical assistance on bowhunting

A “Mudpuppy” discovers worms with volunteer Abbie Fieser 

Jeanie makes a dramatic appearance at “The Good, the Bad, and the Unwanted” 

Volunteer Milestones

twitter.com/mdc_online

facebook.com/mdconline

youtube.com/user/moconservation

Follow the
Missouri
Department
of ConservationLook!



Cape Girardeau Conservation Nature Center is located in North Cape Girardeau County Park off Kingshighway just east of Interstate 55 
at exit 99.  The building is open Tuesday through Saturday 8am to 5pm and is closed Sundays and Mondays, New Year’s Day, Thanksgiving, 
and Christmas.  The area is open daily from sunrise to 10pm in accordance with the Cape Girardeau County Park Rules and Regulations.
Nature center grounds and trails are closed to pets, horses, hunting, collecting, littering, fires, and alcoholic beverages.  The trails are 
also closed to bicycles, jogging, in-line skates, skateboards, scooters, and motorized vehicles.
The Cape Girardeau Conservation  Nature Center is operated through hunting and fishing license revenues and through the 1/8% “Design 
for Conservation” sales tax.  There is no admission charge.
Phone: 573/290-5218; Fax: 573/290-5566; Internet: www.mdc.mo.gov/areas/cnc/cape

Educators’ Niche

Educator Workshops
Conservation Field Studies for Teachers – Mammals 
Become a field biologist for the Missouri Department of Conservation for a day! Develop research questions, 
design experiments in nature, learn techniques and conduct your own field experiment. Hear the latest about our 
bear study, mountain lion sightings and elk re-introduction. Plan to spend time in the field doing census routes 
& mammal surveys. One hour of college credit is available for a fee of $77.00. Workshop will be held on October 
14th from noon-8pm and October 15th from 8am-3pm at the Cape Girardeau Conservation Nature Center.  For 
information or to register, please contact Bridget Jackson at 573-290-5218 or bridget.jackson@mdc.mo.gov.  A 
$20.00 refundable deposit is necessary to register. Reservations are required by October 10, 2011.

Please come in and visit the Educator 
Resource Area.  We have a variety of 
education materials that are free to any 
Missouri educator.

Nature ShopThe

The Nature Shop features a variety 
of nature-related books, videos/DVDs, 
and  resources to increase awareness 
and knowledge of conservation and 
the outdoors.

Special monthly discounts ...
(Conservation Heritage Card 

discounts do not apply)

Off    
20%

Whether you hunt, f ish or forage, 
Bernadette Dryden’s col lection of 
r e c i p e s  o f f e r s 
imaginative, fresh 
ideas for turning 
your harvest into 
a mouth-watering 
feas t .  Wi th  an 
e m p h a s i s  o n 
local, seasonal ingredients and a scope 
encompassing a variety of cultures and 
cuisines, Cooking Wild in Missouri is sure 
to earn a trusted spot in your kitchen.
  
Discounted price:  
$12.00 plus tax  

COOKING WILD IN MO

NEW!

Thank You
Donations of 

Time, Material, and Service

Those purchasing paving stones for the 
Conservation Nature Center walkway:

Girl Scout Troop 50262 in honor of Mrs. Sarah Guebert

Lumber and misc. :  Aaron Horrell and Sheila Holloway
Natural object:  JoAnn Miller, Farrow King, and 
Jason Westbrook
Animal artifact:  Phil Dodson, Michael Fiehler, 
Charles Schiwitz, and Hauno Garcia
Library material:  Janice Schario

Paving the Way

SHOW-ME HERPS & 
SHOW-ME BUGS

An uncommonly colorful guide to 50 
cool amphibians and reptiles in Missouri. 
Produced in the format of the popular 
Show-Me Bugs 
book, this guide to 
50 salamanders, 
toads, frogs, 
turtles, lizards and 
snakes will charm 
naturalists of all ages.  Illustrator Steve 
Buchanan–who so stunningly brought 
Missouri insects to life in Show-Me 
Bugs–works his same magic here.

Discounted price:
$6.36 plus tax

NOVEMBERSEPT/OCTBOTH 
ON 

SALE



Q. Why does a deer snort?

A.  Deer use a variety of 
sounds, movements, and 
smells to communicate. 
The snort sound is probably 
one of the more common 
vocalizations of a deer. It is 
made when the deer expels a 
force of air through its nostrils 
with its mouth closed and is 
often followed by the stomp of 
a hoof. Most of the time, this 
sound is made when a deer 
is alerted to danger. It serves 
as a warning to the source of 
danger, but also to other deer 
in the herd. Many does with 
fawns nearby will use this 
alert snort in attempt to scare 
away predators. However, 
the snort vocalization can 
also serve as a declaration of 
dominance over other deer. 
Bucks will use this aggressive 
snort while actively fghting 
for a doe during the fall rut.  
Throughout the year this 
snort can be heard from deer 
challenging each other for 
hierarchy and territory.

Monthly Temporary Display
September

Visit the nature center gallery in September to view a 
collection of  photography by Dan Buckenmyer entitled 

“Natural Areas of  Southeast Missouri.”
Meet the Artist, Saturday, September 10, 1-3pm

October
Becky Joseph’s photography exhibit, “Everyday Wonders” 

will be on display for the month of  October for your 
viewing pleasure. 

Meet the Artist, Saturday, October 1, 1-3pm
Visit the nature center auditorium in October to view the 
photo contest entries entitled “Mingo Swamp Flora and 
Fauna” on loan from the Mingo National Wildlife Refuge 
and the Mingo Swamp Friends Association. This annual 
contest showcases the best of  the Mingo swamp and local 

photographers.

November
Visit the nature center’s gallery in November to view 

“It’s a Small World” by John “Cowboy” Lynch.

T
his and That

T
his and That

T
his and That

T
his and That

A fairly common sight, especially 
during the spring and fall 
migration season, the great 
blue heron can be seen flapping 
gracefully and purposefully 
across the sky. When in flight 
they trail their long legs behind 
them and tuck their neck against 
their body in an “S” shape. 
The largest member of the 
heron family, these birds are a 
lesson in patience as they stalk 
the shallows of lakes, ponds, 
streams and other wet areas in 
search of a meal.  A great blue 
heron’s diet consists of a variety 
of aquatic creatures such as 
fsh, frogs, and crawfsh, as well 
as insects and mice.

Just Ask...

If it appears as though a praying 
mantis is looking at you, it 
probably is! Mantids are one 
of the few insects that can turn 
their heads 180 degrees! This 
handy ability helps them to 
locate and catch their prey. The 
mantis has been known as a 
friend to gardeners, as it uses 
its lightning-quick “praying” feet 
to snatch a variety of insects 
that may be harmful to garden 
plants.  The female mantis will 
deposit an egg case in the late 
summer or fall containing up 
to 200 eggs which will survive 
through the cold winter months 
and hatch the following spring.

Praying Mantis
Mantis religiosa

Great Blue Heron 
Ardea herodius

(photos by Greg Jacobs)
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24 Conservation Trails
         Sam A. Baker State Park 
         Saturday, 8:30am-4:30pm
Mudlick Mountain, an exposed igneous dome, 
formed when volcanoes dominated the Missouri 
landscape. Now it is surrounded by mixed 
hardwood and pine forests, boulder strewn slopes 
and narrow winding valleys.  Meet at the nature 
center to carpool or ride in our van. This 5-mile 
portion of Mudlick Trail is rated diffcult. Ages 8 
and up. Registration required.

24 Connecting People with the Land
         Saturday, 9am-4pm
Discover the rich cultural and natural resources 
of southeast Missouri.  Fishing, archery, 
cordage making, woodcarving and archaeology 
identifcation are just a few of the activities you 
can observe or try. Spend the day or a few hours 
while learning how the past connects us to the 
future.  All ages. Youth and adult groups welcome. 
No registration required.

25 Autumn Birding
         Sunday, 9am-4pm
Spot migrating birds as they head south. We’ll 
begin at Sand Prairie Conservation Area and 
then on to General Watkins Conservation Area. 
Experienced birders will help you fnd and identify 
birds and provide additional information and 
birding tips. The annual Swamp Candle Birders 
picnic will follow and is open to everyone. All ages. 
Youth groups welcome. Registration required.

3  Discovery Station
       Butterflies 
       Saturday, 1-4pm
Take a closer look at the amazing world of 
butterflies! Learn about their wings, colors, life 
cycles, and why they are so important to Missouri’s 
flowering plants and trees. A butterfly craft will be 
available for the kids. All ages. Youth and adult 
groups welcome. No registration required.

21 Homeschool Special – 
         Water’s Journey      
         Wednesday, 1:30–3pm
Water is essential to all life. That includes 
Missouri’s fsh, forests, and wildlife, too! Through 
fun and games and a trip down to the pond, we 
will discover the water cycle. Ages 6 and up.  
Registration required.

22 Nature Art
         Paper Cutting 
         Thursday, 6:30-8pm
Create unique notecards using leaves. Come 
learn the basics of using a craft knife as we design 
and then cut a set of six cards.  Ages 16 and up.  
Registration required.  

13 Swift Night Out 
         Tuesday, 6:30-8pm  
Chimney swifts are staging in our area by the 
hundreds, preparing for a long flight to South 
America for the winter. For national research, help 
count these birds or simply watch as they circle in 
for the night and dive into the chimney. Meet at the 
St. Vincent’s Church, 1919 Ritter, Cape Girardeau.  
Bring a lawn chair or blanket. All ages. Youth and 
adult groups welcome. No registration required. 

Ants, Ants, Ants! 
Saturday, September 17 
10-11am
Here’s an ant, there’s an ant, everywhere I look, 
I see an ant! Don’t know much about ants? Stroll 
along the White Oak Trace as we look for and 
learn about these little insects. Ages 0-2.  These 
are outdoor stroller walks where a child can 
experience nature with his/her parent or adult 
Program will be inside when raining. Registration 
required.

Tadpoles

22 Nature Center at Night
         Pond Exploration 
         Thursday, 5-8pm
Ponds are full of life! Grab your muck boots and 
scoop through murky waters to discover the many 
aquatic creatures that call a pond home.  All ages. 
Youth and adult groups welcome. No registration 
required. 

Please call the nature center at 573/290-5218 on or after September 1 for this month’s programs requiring registration.  If 
you are unable to attend a program, please call to cancel so that someone on the waiting list may attend.

September Events
Wildlife Games
Saturday, September 10 
10-11:30am
Life in the forests of Missouri can be extremely 
challenging for the animals that live there.  
Experience a bit of what these forest-dwelling 
creatures go through in a series of fun and 
fast-paced games and activities. Ages 7-11.  
Registration required. 

snappers

17 Wildflower Garden Tours
         Saturday, 9am-noon
Now is the time to collect seed, begin dead-
heading, and prepare for fall planting in native 
wildflower gardens. Naturescaping volunteer 
Carolyn Huter will lead garden tours at 9am and 
10:30am. There will also be additional information, 
garden plans, and free seed packets. All ages. No 
registration required.

7/8 Senior Explorer Days
      Wednesday, 9-11am or 2-4pm or
       Thursday, 9-11am or 2-4pm
Make your way to the nature center for a day of 
exploration with other seniors! Learn about some 
of the animals and plants that call southeast 
Missouri home, make some nature inspired art, 
and have some good old-fashioned fun!  Ages 55 
and up.  Registration required.   

Early registration begins August 16

29/1  Make a Longbow
Thursday, September 29, 6:30-9:30pm
Friday, September 30, 8am-5pm
Saturday, October 1, 8am-4pm
Explore the history of archery in North America 
from raw material harvest to bow design and 
performance. Then, craft your own hickory 
longbow using only hand tools and patience.    
Cost for materials is $60. Lists of references and 
resources for making future bows on your own 
will be provided. Ages 15 and up. Registration 
required.

10 Basics of Bowhunting
         Saturday, 8:30am-3pm
Brush up on bowhunting basics 
with the experts from the 
United Bowhunters of Missouri 
at Maintz Wildlife Preserve’s 
Archery Range. There will be 
morning bowhunting clinics 
fol lowed by an afternoon 
shooters’ challenge. Prizes and lunch provided. 
Ages 11 and up. Participants ages 11-15 require 
an adult mentor. Registration required.

Early registration begins June 1

Mudpuppies
Be a Bird
Saturday, September 10
9am, 11am or 1pm
Tuesday, September 13
9am or 11am
What does it take to be a bird? Flap on over to 
the nature center to fnd out! We will learn all 
about these feathered, flying friends. Ages 3-6.    
Registration required. 

New!CIA     
Sand Prairie Survey 
Saturday, September 3 
9am-12:30pm
Missouri is home to many unique habitats. A 
rare habitat, like a sand prairie, can be home to 
some pretty rare critters. Help us survey Sand 
Prairie Conservation Area for interesting animals 
like snakes, lizards, and mammals. Ages 12-15. 
Registration required. 

Early registration begins August 16

6 Wild Edibles
      Tuesday, 6:30-8pm
The felds and forests around 
us are full of nutritious and 
often delicious plants that 
go largely unnoticed and 
underappreciated. Come along as we graze and 
nibble our way through a short excursion around 
the nature center. Ages 16 and up. Registration 
required.   

Early registration begins August 16



13 Nature Center at Night
         Skulls and Bones 
        Thursday, 5-8pm
Skulls and bones reveal a great deal of information 
about the animals they come from. Discover this 
fascinating science through real specimens and 
interesting activities. All ages.  Youth and adult 
groups welcome. No registration required.

8 Conservation Trails
      JJ Audubon Trail 
      Saturday, 8:30am-4:30pm
Surrounded by the Mark Twain National Forest, the 
Audubon Trail offers a 13-mile hike through forest 
and glades. We’ll explore these two habitats and 
the flora and fauna of each. Meet at the nature 
center to carpool or ride in our van. This trail rated 
diffcult.  Ages 8 and up. Registration required. 

Early registration begins September 15

28/29 Tree Wars: 
                The Forest Menace
Friday & Saturday, 6:30-9:30pm
There is a dark side looming in the forest! Who 
is behind these attacks and are these forces truly 
evil? What hidden secrets will be revealed by 
strange creatures lurking in the shadows? Join 
the alliance in this nighttime trail adventure as 
we identify these threats and fght to restore and 
maintain the balance of a healthy forest. May the 
forest be with you! Free tickets available at the 
door beginning at 6pm. Tours depart every half 
hour beginning at 6:30pm. Crafts and activities 
inside. All ages. Youth and adult groups welcome. 
No registration required.

13 Black Bears of Missouri
         Thursday, 6:30-8pm   
Are you bear aware?  Resource scientist and bear 
expert, Jeff Beringer, will share his knowledge 
and experiences regarding the history, biology 
and recent research with black bears in Missouri.   
All ages. Youth and adult groups welcome. No 
registration required.

1  Day on the River 
       Saturday, 9am-4pm
Seize this opportunity to reveal the river’s 
mysteries and transformation through time. 
Hands-on activities will teach you the importance 
of wetlands.  Fun for the entire family featuring 
crafts, live animals, and rides on the Mississippi.  
Boat rides will take place every half hour (except 
noon-1pm). Pick up your ticket at the registration 
table on the day of the event.  All ages. Youth and 
adult groups welcome. No registration required.

13 Nature Art
         Magazines as Art 
         Thursday, 6:30-8pm
Keep those old magazines out of landflls by using 
them to make beautiful items. Make a small gift 
box then learn iris folding to make a gift card to go 
along with it. Bring your old magazines or use ours.  
Ages 16 and up. Registration required.

21/22 Hunter Education 
Friday,5:30-9:30pm
Saturday, 8am-4pm
This 10-hour hunter education certifcation course 
is required for anyone born January 1, 1967, or 
after, who wants to hunt with a frearm in Missouri.  
Students must be 11 years of age at the start of 
the class. This course begins on Friday evening 
and continues on Saturday from 8 am until 4 pm. 
You must attend both sessions and pass a test 
to receive certifcation. All students 15 and under 
must bring proof of age and those 12 and under 
must be accompanied by an adult. Bring any 
previously purchased permits with you to class. 
You must pre-register for this course online 
at www.mdc.mo.gov. For more information, 
call 573-290-5730.

Mudpuppies
Underground Caves
Saturday, October 22
9am, 11am or 1pm
Tuesday, October 25
9am or 11am
Don’t be in the dark about cool cave creatures and 
features. Join the fun as we go “underground” to 
see what life in a cave is all about and discover 
why Missouri is called the “cave state.”  Ages 3-6.    
Registration required. 

Getting Ready for Winter 
Saturday, October 1 
10-11am
All of nature prepares for the cold winter months. 
Discover how plants and creatures along the 
trail settle in for the long winter ahead. Ages 0-2.  
These are outdoor stroller walks where a child 
can experience nature with his/her parent or adult. 
Program will be inside when raining.  Registration 
required.

Early registration begins September 15

Tadpoles

15 GPS Challenge
         Saturday, 1-4pm
Think you are up to the challenge 
of fnding all the hidden symbols 
around the nature center? Drop 
by for our GPS challenge any 
time from 1-3pm and fnd out!  
Bring your own GPS unit or use ours. Ages 8 and 
up with an adult mentor.  Registration required.

7/8 Duck Decoy Making
           Fri 6-9pm  Sat 8am-1pm
Make a beautiful teal decoy 
from rough-cut cork while 
spending quality time with your 
family. Learn duck identifcation, 
duck ecology and decoy history 
as you sculpt and paint your 
very own duck decoy. Cost for materials is $15.00.  
Ages 8 and up with an adult mentor.  Registration 
required.

Early registration begins September 15

Please call the nature center at 573/290-5218 on or after October 1 for this month’s programs requiring registration.  If 
you are unable to attend a program, please call to cancel so that someone on the waiting list may attend.

October Events

22 Discovery Station
         Nuts About Nuts
         Saturday, 1-4pm
Want to know why Missouri wild animals are so 
nuts about nuts? Drop by and check out the many 
fruits of the forest and how people and wildlife 
can use them. Kids can take home a nutty craft!   
All ages. Youth and adult groups welcome. No 
registration required.

15 Squirrel Hunting A to Z
         Saturday, 9am-noon   
New to squirrel hunting or want 
some additional tips? We’ll cover 
everything from clothing, frearms, 
and habitat to field dressing, 
cleaning, and fixing a meal. 
Women ages 18 and up (age 14 and up when 
accompanied by an adult). Registration required.

Will not meet this month.  
Bring your entire family to “Tree Wars” 
Friday or Saturday, October 28th and 29th.

snappersCIA     New!Take a Hike
Saturday, October 15
9am-3pm
Explore a piece of Missouri’s Ozarks as we head 
up north to Pickle Springs Natural Area and hike 
the “Trail through Time.” Along the trail, we will 
learn the 10 hiking essentials, see unique rock 
formations, and be on the lookout for many types 
of wildlife that inhabit this rugged terrain. Ages 
12-15. Registration required.

C I A L o g o  C o n t e s t
Attention all artists! 
We are in need of a logo for our new 
teen Conservation In Action program. 
The logo will be used to promote this 
important program which focuses on 
getting teens involved in conservation 
stewardship. Logo winner will be 
awarded with a prize!
For logo guidelines please
contact: angela.pierce@mdc.mo.gov. 
Please include your name, email 
address, phone number, and physical 
address.



November Events
Please call the nature center at 573/290-5218 on or after November 1 for this month’s programs requiring registration.  If 

you are unable to attend a program, please call to cancel so that someone on the waiting list may attend.

Basic Outdoor Skills  
Saturday, November 19 
10-11:30am
A few basic outdoor skills can greatly enhance the 
safety and enjoyment of any outdoor experience.  
This activity-flled session will include a sampling 
of such skills as fre building, knot tying, hazardous 
plants and animals, fnding direction, and more! 
Ages 7-11. Registration required. 

snappers
12 Discovery Station
         Fabulous Feathers! 
         Saturday, 1-4pm
What is the secret of flight? If you asked a bird, it 
would tell you that it is all in the feathers. Drop by 
the nature center for activities and a take-home 
craft as we take a much closer look at the amazing 
characteristics of the feather.  All ages. Youth and 
adult groups welcome. No registration required.

19 Birding for Beginners
         Saturday, 7am-2pm
Interested in learning more about birds and how 
to identify them? Experienced members of the 
Swamp Candle Birders will lead a birding walk 
within Cape Girardeau County Park North. They’ll 
provide tips on fnding birds, identifcation, and 
other insights about the birds you’ll see. Meet in 
the nature center parking lot. Bring a sack lunch 
and a drink. Cancelled only if weather is severe. 
All ages. Youth and adult groups welcome. No 
registration required.

Mudpuppies
Wonderful Whitetails
Saturday, November 12
9am, 11am or 1pm
Tuesday, November 15
9am or 11am
Who can make a giant leap with a flash of white? 
Why it’s a deer my dear! Bound on in as we learn 
all about what it takes to be a white-tailed deer.  
Ages 3-6. Registration required.     

10 Natural Basketry 
        Thursday, 6-9pm
Before the age of Tupperware® and Rubbermaid®, 
pioneers and Native Americans had to rely on 
nature for storage containers. Uncover the history 
of Missouri basketry, learn to identify native plants 
used for weaving, and try your hand at weaving a 
basket to take home. Please note, this course is 
a beginner’s level course. Bring a clean 5-gallon 
bucket. Ages 16 and up. Registration required. 

15 Nature Center at Night 
         Calling all Owls
        Tuesday, 5-8pm
Who gives a hoot? You defnitely should, because 
Missouri owls serve a very important purpose. 
Swoop on in to learn all about owls, from what 
they eat to heading out into the cool dark night to 
listen for their eerie calls. There will be guided Owl 
Prowl Hikes every half hour. All ages. Youth and 
adult groups welcome. No registration required. 

2 Photo Greeting Cards
      Friday, 6:30-8pm
Impress your family and friends 
with personal holiday greeting 
cards! Use scrap-booking 
techniques to turn your favorite 
winter photos into beautiful 
greeting cards. Ages 8 and 
up with an adult mentor.  Registration required.

Early registration begins November 15 

COMING IN DECEMBER

4   Huntin’ Camp
         Friday, 5-8pm
Celebrate the camaraderie 
of huntin’ camp! Pass on 
the pass ion and respect 
Missourians have for hunting 
by learning where to hunt, 
taxidermy tips, primitive hunting 
skills, wildlife calls, duck identifcation, cooking wild 
game and lots more. All ages. Youth and adult 
groups welcome. No registration required.

15 Nature Art
         Bags and Tags 
         Tuesday, 6:30-8pm
Make your holiday gifts even more special this 
year by creating your own nature-inspired gift 
bags and tags. Please bring three craft or white 
gift bags to decorate with scrapbooking techniques 
and embellishments. Ages 16 and up. Registration 
required.

6  Backyard Birdfeeding
      Tuesday, 6:30-8pm
Invite birds to your backyard, keep them safe, and 
enjoy them all throughout the year. Many different 
birds will come if you follow some simple rules of 
thumb. In addition to our common feeder birds, 
there are many lesser-known backyard visitors 
you’ll discover. We’ll discuss feeders and food, 
water sources, and other habitat needs and also 
learn to recognize our backyard visitors. Ages 8 
and up. Registration required. 

Early registration begins November 15 

19 Primitive Homemaking
         Saturday, 9am-4pm   
Yearn for the days of yore? Roll up 
your sleeves and discover how to 
make homemade candles, soap, 
and other goodies, just like the 
pioneers. We’ll also prepare and 
savor old fashioned recipes to enjoy. Women ages 
18 and up (age 14 and up when accompanied by 
an adult). Registration required.

26 Conservation Trails
        Taum Sauk/Ketcherside Mtn. 
         Saturday, 8:30am-4:30pm
Join us for an escape to Taum Sauk Mountain 
State Park. The park provides 7,448 acres of 
solitude amid unspoiled land with a wilderness 
quality hard to fnd in today’s world. Taum Sauk 
Mountain State Park is located in the St. Francois 
Mountains, one of the most rugged and scenic 
areas of the state. Almost 1.5 billion years ago, 
volcanic eruptions of hot ash settled and cooled 
to form rhyolite. Erosion has left only the roots 
of these mountains behind, now dotted by oak-
hickory forest and rocky glades. This 6-mile trail 
is rated moderate. Ages 8 and up. Registration 
required.

3 Nature Art
     Nature’s Décor 
Saturday, 10am, 12:30pm or 2:30pm
Deck the halls with boughs of holly…the holidays 
are just around the corner and we’re in the mood 
to decorate!  We will be using nature’s resources 
to create wonderful winter wreaths, swags, and 
garlands.  You provide a grapevine wreath (you 
choose the size and shape you want) and we’ll 
provide everything else to do your decorating.  
Ages 18 and up. Registration required.  

Early registration begins November 15 

Nature Shop Sale
November 22-23
December 13-17
Last minute shopping got you flustered?  
Escape the hustle and bustle and relax while 
completing your gift list in the nature shop--
and receive 20%* off all nature shop items! 
*Conservation Heritage Card discounts do not apply.

Holiday Sale

Holiday Closings
The nature center will be closed Thursday 
and Friday November 24-25 but the White 
Oak Trace trail will be open. The nature 
center will be open Saturday, November 26. 

Nature Journaling 
Saturday, November 12 
1-3pm
Nature provides an abundance of awe and 
experiences when you explore the outdoors. 
Why not journal these to remember them? 
Nature journaling is a centuries old, but still fun 
way to record your natural sightings. Ages 12-15.   
Registration required.

CIA     New!

15 ‘Shrooms any time of year
         Tuesday, 6:30-8pm
They’re delicacies for sure and 
a great way to spice up any 
meal, but morels aren’t the only 
edible mushrooms around here. 
Many edible ‘shrooms are found 
throughout the year and knowing what’s what 
is crucial. Learn to identify them and gain some 
tips on fnding, preparing, and cooking Missouri’s 
edible mushrooms. Ages 8 and up. Registration 
required.


